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     Where applicable, a person conducting an “industrial activity” within one kilometre of 
forest or grassland must do so at a time and in a manner that they can reasonably be expected 
to prevent wildfire from starting, as a result of their activity (Section 6, Wildfire Act). 
     As many “industrial activities” are also defined as a “high-risk activity”, those conducting 
“high-risk activities” within 300 meters of forest or grassland may have further restrictions 
placed on their activity (Section 6, Wildfire Regulation). 
     Given the extremely dry forest conditions throughout the 
province and the unprecedented number of wildfires this 
season, it is imperative that those conducting either industrial 
or high-risk activities are aware of the forest conditions and 
their requirements under the Wildfire Act and Regulations. 
 
What is a high-risk activity? 
     Many of the activities associated with timber harvesting or 
mechanical land clearing are defined as high risk. A complete 
list of high-risk activities are available for your reference 
online. Please see the link below. 
 
I would like to conduct a high-risk activity. What do I need to 
know? 
     Anyone conducting high-risk activities (as defined under the 
Wildfire Act) must adhere to the obligations. There are three 
steps to determine your obligations around high risk activities: 
Step 1: Find out if your proposed activity is considered a high-
risk activity. If it is,  
Step 2: Find out what the fire danger rating is at your proposed 
location of operation. Then,  
Step 3: Based on what the fire danger rating is, determine 
whether there are restrictions on high-risk activities. 
 
I’d like to talk to someone about high-risk activities. Who do I talk to? 
     If you have questions about high-risk activities please contact the Coastal Fire Centre: 

 Phone:   250-951-4229 
 Email:   FORHPRP.INFOCO@gov.bc.ca  

 
For more information online, including the complete list of high-risk activities, visit: http://
www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-
management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activities  

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/http:/www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/11_38_2005#section1
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/11_38_2005
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/http:/www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/11_38_2005#section1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activities#Step1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercialhttp:/www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wioperators/high-risk-activities#Step2
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activitieshttp:/www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfir
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activities
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activities
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/wildfire-management/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators/high-risk-activities
http://gdu.gcpe.gov.bc.ca/Content/Photos/Legacy/Forestry & Range/index.html
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     Wildfires in the interior and Washington state have created a lot of smoke for the province, and occasionally it comes 
our way to the coast. So why does it come and go? 

     Inflow and outflow winds are part of a larger weather pattern on the coast. Inflow winds originate over water and 
flow largely in an easterly direction, over the ocean and carrying moisture. Outflow winds originate on land and flow 
towards the ocean with little or no moisture. 

     This season, in the Coastal Fire Centre, the winds have been switching between inflow and outflow winds. This 
pattern is what is causing the wildfire smoke to drift towards the coast, linger and then drift away. 

     Exposure to increased smoke concentrations is particularly a concern for infants, the elderly and those who have 
underlying medical conditions such as heart or lung disease. Those at risk should avoid strenuous activities and 
prolonged exposure to smoke. Individuals who experience any of the following symptoms, should contact their health 
care provider: difficulty in breathing, chest pain or discomfort, and sudden onset of cough or irritation of airways. 

     Should symptoms develop (such as an irritated throat or cough) individuals may wish to consider limiting their 
activity and exposure. Residents can stay informed of air quality and the air quality health index for their area by visiting 
http://www.bcairquality.ca and http://www.firesmoke.ca. 
 

Smoky Skies 

Campfire Ban 
     Effective on August 25, 2017 at noon, the ban on 
campfires was lifted for public and private lands in the 
Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine and the Central 
Coast Regional District, with the exception of  
Tweedsmuir Provincial Park.                            . 
     Recent cooler temperatures and light rainfall have 
led to some people asking if the  campfire ban will be 
lifted for the rest of the coast.                         . 
 

In the interest of public safety, and to help prevent 
human-caused wildfires, the campfire ban and all  

other prohibitions remain in place for the rest of the 
coast until further notice. 

 
     The decision when or where to lift an open fire  
prohibition is made by the regional fire centres  
depending on:  
 local fire danger ratings;  
 weather conditions, current and forecasted; 
 available resources; 
 and current fire activity, including current causes 

of new starts, such as campfires. 

     In the Coastal Fire Centre, there have been 92 fires so 
far this year, 85 of which started due to human activity. 
     The weather forecast for this weekend on the coast is  
varied precipitation, followed by another bout of warm 
and dry weather later in the coming weeks. The above  
seasonal temperatures with less than normal rainfall is a 
major consideration in continuing with the current open 
fire prohibitions. Lifting a fire ban after a long period of 
very hot weather, followed by patchy rain, then hot 
weather again, often results in increased human-caused, 
campfire related wildfires.   
 
 

http://www.bcairquality.ca
http://www.firesmoke.ca
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Out-of-Province Personnel 
     Because the Province is responding to a considerable number of fires, and particularly active fires requiring many 
resources, the BC Wildfire Service has called upon out-of-province support. This is done via resource sharing 
agreements set in place with neighboring jurisdictions. 
     The BC Wildfire Service is in constant communication throughout the summer with the Canadian Interagency Forest 
Fire Centre (CIFFC). CIFFC is responsible for monitoring resource availability nationwide for wildland  firefighting 
personnel and resources. CIFFC facilitates the sharing of Canadian resources. These resources are also trained to CIFFC 
standards.  

     The Northwest Wildland Fire Protection Agreement (known as the Northwest Compact) allows for mutual resource 
sharing with USA states such as Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Alaska, and the Yukon, as well as other Canadian 
provinces. This compact establishes a more formal partnership to address common issues and to facilitate the sharing 
and coordination of information, prevention efforts, training, fire management knowledge, lessons learned and 
resources. 
     This summer, out-of-province personnel included those from Australia, New Zealand, and Mexico, as well as Alberta, 

New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Northwest Territories, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and the 

Yukon. 

     The BC Wildfire Service estimates a loss of 30-

40% of our fire crews when their seasonal contracts 

finished at the end of August. To offset this 

decrease in crew numbers, we are continuously 

bringing in additional assistance from the forest 

industry, other provinces, the Canadian Armed 

Forces, local fire departments, and other countries 

to ensure that we have capacity to continue 

managing the wildfire situation throughout B.C. 

     September brings cooler temperatures and the return to school for students. Motorists have a key role to play in ensuring 
pedestrian safety. Here are a few  reminders: 

 School zones have a 30 km/hr limit every school day from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 Playgrounds also use the same 30 km/hr speed limit, but from dawn to dusk, throughout the 

year. 
 It is illegal for a vehicle travelling in the same or opposite direction as a stopped school bus to 

pass when its red lights are flashing. You may not pass until the flashing red lights are turned off 
and the stop signal arm on the bus is down. 

Penalties in B.C.: 
 Speeding in school zones: $196-$253 
 Speeding in playground zones: $196-$253 
 Failing to stop for a school bus: $368 
 Failing to yield to a pedestrian: $167 
 Disobeying school guards/patrols: $167 

 

Back to School: Road Safety 



Schoen Lake (V92055) 

Location: North Vancouver Island, approximately 4 
kilometres west of Schoen Lake, north of Schoen 
Road 
Status: 0.3 hectares (estimated), “being held” 
Cause: Lightening 
Resources: 3 firefighters, 1 officer, 1 helicopter 
Objectives: This fire is helicopter-access only. Due to 
foggy conditions in the area, it has been difficult for 
crews to action this fire. 

Kaikash Creek (V91631) 

Location: North Vancouver Island, approximately 30 
kilometres southeast of Port McNeill 
Status: 85 hectares (mapped), 50% contained 
Cause: Under investigation 
Resources: 1 helicopter, as required 
Objectives: The accessible area of the fire is “out”, 
while the steep, inaccessible area remains “being 
held”. This fire is continually being monitored and 
will received bucketing operations, as required. 

SYNOPSIS: (Today-tomorrow) A very unstable 
stream coming up from the south has brought 
showers to southern Vancouver Island and 
western sections of Fraser zone.  As well, a 
cluster of positive lightning strikes has been 
observed, in and around east of Bellingham and 
appears to be drifting north towards Abbotsford. 
Heavy clouds also blanket most of the south 
coast of BC and showers are expected along with 
cooler temperatures and higher humidity. The 
exception is the north island which remains in 
the clear and will see a warm dry afternoon. The 
Mid-coast and Haida Gwaii while currently dry 
and sunny will see thickening clouds later today 
and increasing chances of showers. For the 
Lower Mainland, the approaching showers could 
be locally heavy and any lightning will certainly 
come with rain. Winds are light and other than 
some chance of convectively induced gusts near 
showers will stay light. Cloudiness continues to 
increase tonight for all zones and by Saturday 
morning a band of rain will stretch all along the 
outer coast from Bella Coola to Tofino. By 
afternoon all stations and all zones will see 

rainfall as far east as a Whistler to Harrison Lake 
line. Further east there may be a brief shower or 
two but by late Saturday the cloud band starts to 
break up and the showers ease. The Fraser 
Canyon and Manning Park may well remain dry 
through this first episode of fall rains. 

OUTLOOK: (Sunday - Tuesday) A wide flat but 
strong upper ridge pushes north by early Sunday 
bringing clearing to southern zones and pointing 
the jet stream at the Mid-coast zone where locally 
heavy showers are likely. By Monday, the 
southern ridge gains strength to maintain sunny, 
warmer weather as far north as Campbell River 
while periods of heavy rain fall in the Bella Bella 
area. The same pattern continues Tuesday. 

6 TO 10 DAY: (next week) By Wednesday the jet 
stream sinks south bringing general rains to 
southern zones again with the showers continuing 
through Thursday. Then Friday another weak 
ridge builds as the an upper low drifts across 
southeast BC with a return to sun for Coastal 
zones. But it’s early fall and conditions change 
every day so look for a major storm to arrive on 
the coast around the 17th or 18th. 

To Date 
in Coastal  

Fires to Date 

Person 
Caused 86 

Lighting 
Caused 7 

Total 
Number 
of Fires 

93 

Fire Danger 
Rating today 

 
 
 

Current Prohibitions 
(within BCWS 

jurisdictional area) 

Full prohibition in 
place for the coast, 

except the Fog Zone 
and Haida Gwaii. 

Campfires are  
allowed in the Central 

Coast Regional  
District and  the  

Regional District of 
Kitimat-Stikine. 
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Weather 

To Report a  

Wildfire Call  

1-800-663-5555 or 

*5555 on your cell 

Fire Danger Rating 

Fire Danger Rating: the current fire danger rating 
can be found at: http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/safety/wildfire-status/fire-danger 

 

At Coastal 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/fire-danger
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/fire-danger

