
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” ...
It’s that joyous time of year again and one of our favourite holiday seasons. 

A White Christmas & Power Outages
We are also “Dreaming of a White Christmas” so be prepared by having extra batteries, 
candles, water and gas on hand.  

Power outages can last anywhere from an hour to a few days in Steelhead. Our
community also has serious issues with landline services, even without inclement 
weather, and  no reliable cell phone service to rely on. These safety issues are
being addressed by the SCA Executive Board.

Road Safety
The issue of road safety has been raised many 
times this past year and now that winter is almost 
upon us, it is even more of a concern. 

The Steelhead community is located within District 
of Mission’s tree farm and is home to a gravel pit 
on Dewdney trunk road, and a mining operation 
on Thomas Avenue. While we continue to address 
the concern our residents have with sharing the 
roads with large logging and gravel trucks, we 
also want to ensure all of us are following the 
speed limit and are driving defensively. 

Winter days are short and darkness makes it 
difficult to see pedestrians so it is a good idea to 
carry a flashlight and/or reflectors to alert drivers 
of your presence. 

Steelhead has many blind corners and vehicles 
must not drive in the walking strip. There have 
been many complaints from pedestrians of 
vehicles speeding  so please slow down to make 
our community a safer place.

Community Gun Firing Complaints
SCA has received numerous complaints of guns 
being fired in our community and the RCMP have 
asked residents to report this immediately. Officer 
in charge of this file is Corporal Kara Dosanj. 

www.Facebook.com/SteelheadCommunity www.SteelheadCommunity.com

Winter 2015

Annual Christmas 
Ladies Appy Hour

It’s that time of year again! 

Get ready for the “Annual 
Christmas Ladies Appy 
Hour,”  Friday, December 
11th, 4 pm until we are 
done.

Bring an appy, beverage 
of choice and a wrapped 
$10 gift for Secret Santa. 

Be prepared for a hilarious fun filled few hours 
with the neighbourhood ladies! 

Thank you to Bonnie Harber who is hosting 
again.  Bonnie’s address is:  12329 Johnson 
Street in Steelhead.  

We hope to see you there!



Heavy Snowfalls & Parking
During heavy snowfalls, if you cannot park in your 
driveway and have to park on the road, please ensure 
that you pull off the road far enough to allow the snow 
plow to do its job. It is also a good idea to dig out your 
vehicle regularly so it doesn’t get blocked in by heavy 
drifts of snow.  

In years past, roadways have been reduced to a single 
lane by cars blocked in by snow and this has made them 
almost impassable.

District of Mission Work In Area:
No activity is scheduled for the rest of this year in the 
Steelhead area. 

The District of Mission will be planting a block of trees 
near the Cannell Lake Access road in approximately 
March-April 2016 with 4600 Western Red Cedar and 
3000 Douglas Fir trees.  Planting will take about 2 days. 
They have three settings scheduled for harvest, but no 
definitive timeline.

Block WP4 is located off the Cannell Lake Access road 
(8.1 hectares); Block SA7 is located at the corner of 
Ainsworth and Smith Road (8.2 hectares); Block SA8 is 
located off Sabo Road – forestry access road before the 
powerline (4.8 hectares).   Adjacent property owners 
have been notified. 

The District of Mission may also replace a logging road 
bridge behind their gate at the end of Sabo road. All of 
these settings will be replanted in the spring of 2017. 
There may be some plantation brushing taking place in 
2016 from May – August.

ILM LIne
The Interior to Lower Mainland Transmission (ILM Line) is nearing completion. For more information their link 
is www.bchyrdo.com/ilm; email address: stakeholderengagement@bchydro.com;  toll free number is 1-866-
647-3334 

Teal Jones Update
There  were a  few debris piles that remained in Teal Jones’ operating area in Steelhead and were not burned 
last year.   Teal Jones assessments indicated it was necessary to burn them to reduce the fire hazard.   They 
obtained a custom forecast for the area which indicated the venting was good for November 23rd and the 
work was completed in one day.
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Hall Update!
Big shout out to all 
the hard working 
volunteers working 
on the community 
hall project! 

We are pushing to 
have the hall finished 
as soon as possible. 

Lots of projects are 
completed or close 
to being completed 
including the gutters, painting of the 
restroom partitions, tiling, electrical. 

The plumbing fixtures will be installed 
after the tile work is complete. 

The linoleum in the kitchen and bar area 
has been laid and the hardwood will be 
the next install on the rest of the floors.

Volunteers are always needed! 

Please  watch the signboard for the 
next work bee.



Welcome to Steelhead!
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
all the new residents to the Steelhead community. 

Our web-site is www.steelheadcommunity.com  
and we also have a facebook page that is regularly 
up-dated. The community bulletin board and 
signboard also provide information and activities 
happening in Steelhead. 

We hope to see some new faces at our ongoing 
work bees and other events.

Congratulations 
Brad & Janessa
Congratulations to Bonnie’s grandson Brad on his 
recent engagement to Janessa.
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 Steelhead Recipe
Quick Warm Chilli Dip Appetizer
1 8oz block of cream cheese
1 can Staag Chilli  
Shredded Cheddar Cheese

1. Warm oven to 350
2. Soften Cream Cheese, and spread on the 

bottom of an 8x8 glass pan. 
3. Add contents of 1 can of Stagg Chilli over 

top of the cream cheese. 
4. Top Chilli with shredded Cheddar Cheese. 

Old Corner Store Near Hayward Lake Now Emporio Restaurant
The old corner store near Hayward Lake reopened as a restaurant and is run by the same people who operate 
the mobile food truck called Hotties. 

The restaurant is called Emporio and they offer dine in or take out Italian food, some groceries, coffee and 
gelato.  The reviews to date have all been positive on how delicious their Italian food is. 

Internet and Cell Service Update  
Many Steelhead residents have been experiencing 
ongoing disruptions to their telephone service.  
Steelhead Director Jana Tennant has led a grass 
roots movement along with Michelle Bishop and 
Michelle Pietsch to have the telephone lines  and 
cell phone service improved in Steelhead. 

On November 16th, Jana appeared before Mayor 
and Council to present our concerns which are: 
Steelhead residents currently do not have access 
to: reliable and modern wireline telephone service 
with a large number of residents experiencing 
variable to full service disruption; reliable cellular 
service; and cable or internet service. 

Telus is being asked to provide fiber optic structure 
or best landline service to Steelhead; erect a cellular 
tower that will provide service to Steelhead and up 
to Stave Lake/Stave Lake West; and to remedy the 
continuing discrimination and challenges faced by 
our residents.

In response to SCA’s letter, Cheryl Grossi, A/Director, 
Western & Northern Region Canadian Radio-
television and Telecommunications Commission 
has requested TELUS to respond directly to Jana 
within 20 calendar days and to send a copy of its 
reply to them for review. Should CRTC staff’s review 
conclude that further regulatory action is required, 
we will be notified accordingly.

To learn “How to Make a Complaint About Your 
Telephone Service” visit the CRTC website at:
http://www.crtc.gc.ca/eng/INFO_SHT/T12.htm

Do you have concerns or suggestions for the SCA Board of Directors?
To represent the concerns of Steelhead residents, we need to hear from you. Use the suggestion box by the 
bulletin board if you do not have internet service, or go to the website Contact page to send us an email.



History of Steelhead
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Taken from Mission Museum archives: 

“The origin of the name of Steelhead is obscure and there are two mutually excluding theories about 
how the name came to be applied to this area. 

“The first is centered around the salmon that used to come up the Stave River. The second theory 
concerns a railway that was planned to be built from Stave Falls to Dewdney, but these are only 
theories of some of the residents and no one is sure who named the area or why it received the name 
it did. 

“Steelhead is thought to have been originally a colony of Vancouver newsmen who worked in 
Vancouver and commuted out every other weekend. The area became inhabited first around 1900-
1910. After it was established as an area with people living around it, more settlers came who were 
attracted by the prospect of earning a living out of the thick forests around the Steelhead area. 

“The population seems to have been fairly transient, large numbers of bachelors who came 
seasonally to Steelhead to work in the mills and logging operations.”

 More information on the history of Steelhead can be found on our website.

Final words from the Board
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude and 
appreciation to all the volunteers working on the community 
hall project  and to our dedicated board of directors. 

Without these hard working and passionate people, we would 
not have such an amazing and vibrant community to live in. 

So now, with the holidays just around the corner, we would like 
to wish all of you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

SCA Board of Directors

2015-2016 SCA 
Board of Directors

Chair: Mark Diamond

Co Chair: Cindy Diamond

Treasurer: George Nickerson

Secretary: Diana Dempsey

Co-secretary: Candace Koch

Social Convenor: Jody Simon

Directors: Roger Pells, Bonnie Harber, 

Jana Tennant, Laura Halldorson

Thank You To Lana Gowler
We would like to express our gratitude to Lana Gowler, long time director on the SCA 
Board. Lana served and donated thousands of hours over the years to the Steelhead 
community while on the Board of Directors. 

“Lana, your sense of humour livened up the many social events that you and Pixie (or 
Trixie, never could figure out which one you were) planned and hosted.  Thank you Lana 
for your encouragement and support over the years!”


