
Greetings from the Co-Chairs
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas”…..it’s that joyous time of year again and one of our favourite holiday 
seasons! We’re also “Dreaming of a White Christmas” so be prepared by having extra batteries, candles, water 
and gas on hand. Power outages can last anywhere from an hour to a few days in Steelhead. The number to 
call to report power outages or to receive an up-date is BC HYDRO TROUBLE 1-888-769-3766. 

The issue of road safety has been raised many times this past year however it is even more of a concern now 
that winter is upon us.  Black ice is very common and much more prevalent in Steelhead because of our 
higher altitude and the days are shorter so darkness makes it very difficult to see. So please everyone slow 
down and be very careful and stay out of the walking strip along Cardinal Street. 

During heavy snowfalls, if you have to park on the road, please ensure that you pull off  far enough to allow 
the snowplow to do its job. Also regularly dig out your vehicle so it doesn’t get blocked in by heavy drifts of 
snow as this can make the road single lane and almost impassable, which makes more difficult for emergency 
vehicles to get though when/if needed. Thank you for doing your part to help make Steelhead a safe and 
wonderful community to live in.

TEAL-JONES has wrapped up their logging for this year and will hold another community meeting in January 
to discuss their plans for 2013. Thanks to them we now have plywood for building the kitchen cabinets plus 
fencing material for the community hall which we will erect in the spring.

The District of Mission is actively logging at the end of Campbell Street so please slow down and watch out 
for the loaded logging trucks. Another load of logs has been donated for us to sell as FIREWOOD so anyone 
interested, please call Roger at 604 826-5367.

RURAL ACREAGE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL: There will be a delegation and first reading 
sometime in January at the District of Mission council chambers by the developer for the amended proposal 
asking for re-zoning of an 80 acre parcel of land in Steelhead.  Check Council chamber dates on the District 
of Mission’s web-site and/or the local paper. The Developer has advised the Board that a website will be up 
soon so that any inquiries can be sent directly to him.  The link will be posted on our website when available.

BC HYDRO: Construction for BC Hydro’s new Interior to Lower Mainland (ILM) Transmission line began in 
August. The new 500 kilovolt transmission line will expand the capacity of the transmission system that 
brings power from generation sources in the North and Southern Interior so that BC Hydro can deliver energy 
to homes and businesses in the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island. The planned in-service date is January 
2015. 

Current transmission line activities along the 247 kilometre route between Merritt and Coquitlam are focused 
on access road improvements; vegetation and tree clearing along the right-of-way; and installation of tower 
foundations.  (continued on page 4)
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Lana’s Shortbread
 
1 cup floor
¼ cup berry sugar
2/3 cup salted butter
 
(use 1pound of butter to triple recipe)
 
1. Sift flour and sugar together several times.
2. Rub in butter.  Knead until a smooth ball.
3. Divide into 4 balls, (if tripling recipe) press 

evenly  into 4 -  9” cake pans (greased, lined with 
greased parchment paper, or wax paper).

4. Press a fork  around the edges, to create an even 
rim,  then prick the top a bunch (to prevent the 
shortbread from heaving).

5. Bake 30-35 minutes @ 325, until a bit past the 
golden brown stage, otherwise the shortbread 
may be soft in the centre. . Edges will be brown.

6. Cool for about 10 minutes, remove from pans.
7. Cut into triangles while warm with a sharp knife.
 
Cool completely and pack into your Grandmother’s 
old fashioned cookie tins, in between layers of wax 
paper!!
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Lana’s Peanut Butter Balls
 (look out Purdy’s!!)
 
1 cup peanut butter ( I use organic, just peanuts) 
1 cup icing sugar
½ cup  finely chopped dates
½ cup finely chopped walnuts or cherries 
Pinch of salt
 
2 teaspoons melted butter
12 ounces of semi-sweet chocolate
 
1. Mix top ingredients (not butter & chocolate)

together ( I use a food processor). 
2. If dates are dry, soak them first to soften them.
3. Roll mixture into very small balls, then chill.
4. Melt chocolate with the 2 tspns of butter and a 

few shavings of food-grade paraffin (2-3). This 
stops the chocolate from melting on your fingers.

5. Dip the balls into the melted chocolate (use a 
spoon or a wooden skewer - I use a spoon as the 
skewer makes holes in the balls).

6.  Set on wax paper and chill. 
 
So simple, so tasty!!
 Kids could make these!!

Questions about Lana’s recipes?  Call Lana Gowler at 604 826-5357

Christmas Baking Recipes

Sue’s Chocolate Shortbread
Easy,  melt in your mouth Chocolate Shortbread Cookies. 

2 cups butter
1 cup sugar
1 tsp vanilla
3 cups flour
1/2 cup corn starch
1/2 cup cocoa
1 tbsp cold strong coffee

1. Cream butter and sugar thoroughly. Add vanilla and cooled coffee. Mix well.
2. Combine flour, corn starch and cocoa. Add to butter mixture.
3. Mold dough into 2 or 3 round thick disks on top of plastic wrap. Cover each 

disc with plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least one hour.
4. Remove dough from fridge, roll out into a flat circle about 1/4 inch thick, on a 

lightly floured surface. Cut into cookies with a lightly floured cookie cutter.
5. Place cookies on baking sheets lined with parchment paper. Place baking in 

fridge for 15 minutes to firm up dough, so that it keeps shape while baking.
6. Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. Bake for 25 to 35 minutes until golden brown.
7. Cool cookies on a wire rack.
 

Sue’s recipe is online at 
www.thelazychef.ca
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Happy Holidays!!! From all indications 2013 promises to be Steelhead’s year to shine with all things internet, 
cellular, and even a finished community hall in which we will all celebrate! Perhaps we should hold a fundraiser 
lottery to see what comes first! No matter what, it looks like we are bound for a grand-slam year!

In the two and a half years (which translates to 2.5 million internet years) since we set out our petition table in 
downtown Steelhead at the corner of Dewdney and Cardinal we have made some big strides, but we are not 
there yet. At that point, we were with 24kbs dialup speeds for internet, absolutely no cellular service via any 
carrier, and very-expensive-not-even-close-to-perfect satellite options.

Since then, our community efforts and our strength in numbers and have brought forward a few more options:
•	 Lookieloo has saved the day for some lucky folks in Steelhead, but there still some of us who cannot access 

this service due to Steelhead logistics – hills, dales, trees, etc. 
•	 Rogers has tweaked their cellular service to encompass Steelhead a bit better than before and we officially 

rein with “spotty 2-G service” meaning it works here and there. We put our I-phone in the window and 
tether it to our computer for spotty 2G internet service, which kicks dial up right out of the picture. Its 
not perfect but if you have a good data plan on your phone, you can easily keep up with regular internet 
requirements including a bit of You-Tube and stay within your data plan, but it does start to get costly with 
streaming radio, TV, movies, etc.

•	 Telus has used many promise-words connected with 2013 – so let’s hold tight and see what comes of that. 
We should have a better picture on the Telus front very soon. Interestingly, a new Steelhead resident just 
let us know they tether their I-phone on the Telus 4G network to receive internet service, and that is the 
first good news we’ve heard about reliable Telus service in Steelhead except for the odd place in someone’s 
yard where their Telus phone will ring.

•	 Shaw Cable’s near-build in Steelhead in August 2011 came to a grinding halt less than a month later due to 
much higher than anticipated associated environmental costs, but we were so very close to receiving this 
service we are working on reviving this option from a few angles in the New Year.

•	 There is a remote possibility that Steelhead will be able to access a new satellite 4G internet service through 
Xplornet, which is in the testing phase, and if it works here will come with VERY affordable prices. This 
service is via a new satellite that was launched in July of this year, and could make all the difference to our 
community. 

We will let you know as soon as we hear more on this exciting option.

The SCA Internet Committee will be making a BIG push early in the New Year and we will 
be counting on community participation so our voice will be heard!!! We will keep you 
posted on anything new via the website, the community bulletin board and newsletters.

We plan to make a big noise soon with the collective voices of the community and hope to 
continue to receive the full, unanimous support of our elected representatives and anyone 
else willing to help us in our campaign. It is simply not a cut-and-dry issue, or we would have had these services 
installed in our community years ago. 

(continued on page 4)

Steelhead High Speed Internet & Cellular Update 
by Jana Tennant
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Steelhead High Speed Internet & Cellular Update ... continued from page 3

The grim reality is that the internet and cellular service providers are private companies, not public corporations, 
who answer to their shareholders and as such they cannot be forced to provide a service that isn’t cost effective, 
unless propelled by an issue of law or a viable need and public outcry. The fact is that we need to work with 
these companies to show them that our numbers are cost effective and we can substantiate that with the laws 
of the land and a big loud community voice that is not going away. Therefore it is very important that we get 
started on being the squeakier wheel!

In the meantime, if you want to get going on this right away, you can start by letting our Mayor and Council 
know your concerns. And if you wish to do more, please let both MLAs, Randy Hawes and Marc Dalton know 
as well as Randy Kamp our MP. That would be a great start! Please let us know if you do this so we can move 
forward together with a force of numbers and more voices in the collective! Let us know what you want, 
what you’ve done, and what you wish to see for internet and/or cell service in Steelhead. Drop us a line in the 
Suggestion Box beside the community bulletin board and mailboxes on Cardinal Street. Or, if you can, visit our 
website at www.steelheadcommunity.com and drop us a line online.

Here’s to a great 2013 Steelhead!! Let’s make it happen – internet, cell and hall!
 
In the meantime, have a very safe and happy holiday season!

Jana Tennant
SCA Internet Committee

Greetings from the Co-Chairs ... continued from page 1

For more overall information about the project or to view the Project Update, please visit www.bchydro.com/
ilm_transmission. If you have any questions, please contact BC Hydro by email at stakeholderengagement@
bchydro.com or phone 604-623-4472 or toll-free: 1-866-647-3334. 
 
COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE: Progress continues to be made on the hall albeit on Steelhead time. Hopefully 
in the New Year there will be renewed energy and more people will be able to volunteer some time and 
energy in order to help complete this important project for the Steelhead community. 

We have received inquiries from interested parties already wanting to rent the hall so we are very hopeful that 
soon we won’t have to turn them away due to the hall not being finished. Any day of the week if you have 
some spare time, be it weekdays or on the weekend, there are plenty of jobs still to be done. Please contact 
Mark 604-826-1558 or Roger 604-826-5367.

And now with the holidays just around the corner, we would like to wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas and a New Year of great health and happiness.

Mark and Cindy Diamond
Co-Chairs, Steelhead Community Association

4

www.Facebook.com/SteelheadCommunity
www.SteelheadCommunity.com
www.steelheadcommunity.com
www.bchydro.com/ilm_transmission
www.bchydro.com/ilm_transmission
mailto:stakeholderengagement@bchydro.com
mailto:stakeholderengagement@bchydro.com

